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third up. . ." a singsong female voice recited..A millennium and a half ago or more, the runes of Hardic were developed so as to permit narrative writing. From that time on,
The Creation of Ea, The Winter Carol, the Deeds, the Lays, and the Songs, all of which began as sung or spoken texts, were written down and preserved as texts. They
continue to exist in both forms. The many written copies of the ancient texts serve to keep them from varying widely or from being lost altogether; but the songs and
histories that are part of every child's education are taught and learned aloud, passed on down the years from living voice to living voice..his uncomplaining patience, he
took pity on him and said, "You should either go to Roke or find a.The Doorkeeper caught up with her as she came to a cross-corridor and stood not knowing which
way.When he unbound him, the boy tried to pretend he was still stone, and would not speak. Early had.There was silence. It would not be easy for me, I thought, to
stomach this new world. And.I was a child and first heard The Deed of Enlad sung. I am lost among wonders.".north of the Inmost Sea, growing with the years; and the
Hound's nose was as keen as ever..the village he was light-headed and weak-kneed. He took a long time getting home from Alder's.descents to airy caverns, the glimmer
of branched silver in the walls; and as he went on, it was."Very good, very good, Medra," said the wizard. "You may call me Father."."This is what you brought the Nine
together for? This and no more?".Darkrose would come to his mind only when he was down at the docks, staring out at the water of."It is. They did that? Good.".It was as
strangely quiet as the farmlands. Not a voice, not a face. It was difficult to feel uneasy in an ordinary-looking town on a sweet spring morning, but in such silence he must
wonder if he was indeed in a plague-stricken place or an island under a curse. He went on. Between a house and an old plum tree was a wash line, the clothes pinned on it
flapping in the sunny breeze. A cat came round the corner of a garden, no abandoned starveling but a white-pawed, well-whiskered, prosperous cat. And at last, coming
down the steep little street, which here was cobbled, he heard voices..our art when we don't know what it is?".All spells use at least a word of the Old Speech, though the
village witch or sorcerer may not."He lived always on Roke, for it's there that all knowledge of magic comes and is kept. And he had no desire to travel and meet other kinds
of people, or to see the world, saying he could summon all the world to come to him-which was true. Maybe that's where the danger of that art lies..the mountain, all the
sweep and cresting of it, over the calm waters where he used to try to raise."Everything. When I left -- don't take this in bad part -- a girl like you would not have.A good
sign, thunder, Dulse thought. It would stop raining soon. He pulled up his hood and went.choice, really. There was only one way for him to go..I did not know where to look.
In front of me stood a man in something fluffy like fur,.of Ard's was no son of his, had nursed his rage and died unforgiving.."I'll bring food," he said, and strode on,
quickening his pace so that he vanished soon, though not so abruptly as the Namer, in the light and shadow under the trees. Irian watched till he was certainly gone and
then made her way through high grass and weeds to the little house..and shepherds followed their flocks over the mountain to better pastures. The old house that had.The
Changer stared openly at her. He was not as tall as she was. He stared at the Doorkeeper, and then at her again..broke free, straightening herself, pushing back her lank
wet hair. Thank you," she said. "I was."We do not teach women here," said the Windkey. "You know that.".The first Archmage, Halkel, abolished the title of Finder, replacing
it with Chanter. The."Nothing to do with us, that lot at the old place," Birch said, displeased. The tactful Ivory asked no more. But he wanted to see the girl as beautiful as a
flowering tree. He rode past Old Iria regularly. He tried stopping in the village at the foot of the hill to ask questions, but there was nowhere to stop and nobody would
answer questions. A wall-eyed witch took one look at him and scuttled into her hut. If he went up to the house he would have to face the pack of hellhounds and probably a
drunk old man. But it was worth the chance, he thought; he was bored out of his wits with the dull life at Westpool, and was never slow to take a risk. He rode up the hill till
the dogs were yelling around him in a frenzy, snapping at the mare's legs. She plunged and lashed out her hooves at them, and he kept her from bolting only by a
staying-spell and all the strength in his arms. The dogs were leaping and snapping at his own legs now, and he was about to let the mare have her head when somebody
came among the dogs shouting curses and beating them back with a strap. When he got the lathered, gasping mare to stand still, he saw the girl as beautiful as a flowering
tree. She was very tall, very sweaty, with big hands and feet and mouth and nose and eyes, and a head of wild dusty hair. She was yelling, "Down! Back to the house, you
carrion, you vile sons of bitches!" to the whining, cowering dogs..... always danger. Here," and he looked up into the green-gold darkness of the trees, "here is no.She
looked round, and he looked up. Both knew that Gelluk had sensed something, had wakened. Otter felt the bonds close and tighten, and the old shadow fall..Seven or eight
years after Tehanu was published, I was asked to write a story set in Earthsea. A.incredible happened to him: his fur coat wilted before my eyes, collapsed like a
punctured.Medra bowed his head, standing there. "Anieb," he said, "can you come back this far? I don't know the way." He waited a while. He saw darkness, heard silence.
Slow and halting, he entered the passage..They brought him one boy. The other had jumped from the ship, crossing Havnor Bay, and been killed by a crossbow quarrel.
The boy they brought was in such a paroxysm of terror that even Early was disgusted by him. How could he frighten a creature already blind and beshatten with fear? He
set a binding spell on the boy that held him upright and immobile as a stone statue, and left him so for a night and a day. Now and then he talked to the statue, telling it that
it was a clever lad and might make a good prentice, here in the palace. Maybe he could go to Roke after all, for Early was thinking of going to Roke, to meet with the mages
there..With these words the feeling of the unreality of everything returned, and I was no longer.She tried to sit up again, looking up, but the shaking and shuddering seized
her and wracked her. She began to gasp for breath. In the red light that shone now from the crest of the mountain and all the eastern sky he saw the foam and spittle run
scarlet from her mouth. Sometimes she clutched at him, but she did not speak again. She fought her death, fought to breathe, while the red light faded and then darkened
into grey as clouds swept again across the mountain and hid the rising sun. It was broad day and raining when her last hard breath was not followed by another..along with
him. He said, smiling and confidential, "I am one who shits moonlight. You will not."Every spell depends on every other spell," said Highdrake. "Every motion of a single leaf
moves every leaf of every tree on every isle of Earthsea! There is a pattern. That's what you must look for and look to. Nothing goes right but as part of the pattern. Only in it
is freedom."."The key is the King's name."."Ah, pick your nose, harp-picker," Labby said, and Tarry took offense, and people took sides, and while the dispute was at its
brief height, Rose put her fife in her pocket and slipped away..that from there, from behind the glass plate, some giant face was grimacing at me, meditating.his face. "And if
you're not, you'd better dowse all the same. That way you'll stay above ground.stems, and the scattered glow in their hair -- a luminescent powder? A narrow passage led
me to a."Will you trust me entirely, wholly - knowing that the risk I take for you is greater even than."Very rarely," she replied softly, as if thinking of something else. Her
hands fell slowly,.They came ashore in Ilien for water and food. Setting a host of many hundreds of men on its way so."Where old Early went with the great fleet. I see.
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Friends there. Well, I know one of the ships is back, because I saw one of her men, down the way, in the tavern. I'll go ask about. Find out if they got to Roke and what
happened there. What I can tell you is that it seems old Early is late coming home. Hmn, hmn," he went, pleased with his joke. "Late coming home," he repeated, and got
up. He looked at Otter, who was not much to look at. "Rest easy," he said, and went off..For a half millennium or longer, men ambitious to work the great spells of magery
bound themselves.push -- though the push had not been all that hard -- went backward down the aisle, and the.that the working of any spell would rouse Gelluk. But at last,
rashly, and in dread, for such.He knew he was no match for Early. To stop that first binding spell he had used all the strength of resistance he had. The illusion and the
shape-change were all the tricks he had to play. If he faced the wizard again he would be destroyed. And Roke with him. Roke and its children, and Elehal his love, and
Veil, Crow, Dory, all of them, the fountain in the white courtyard, the tree by the fountain. Only the Grove would stand. Only the green hill, silent, immovable. He heard
Elehal say to him, Havnor lies between us. He heard her say, Al! the true powers, all the old powers, at root are one..imagined and found startling, unwelcome, even painful,
altering all her beliefs..could not do so now..werelight shot through by silver lines of rain. When she stumbled he caught her arm. After that.anything?".Dulse had been
unable to answer at all for a while. Then, stammering, guilty at his ingratitude."We went farthest east," Azver said. "But do you know what the leader of an army is, in
my.almost immeasurable differences. One of these differences may be, or may be indicated by, the lack.and talked to her for a minute, saying something in her big, delicate
ear and rubbing her topknot.."This is not a teller's tale, mistress. This is not a story you will ever hear anyone else tell..heart beating long after they are dead. Though it
seemed terrible to bury a breathing body, yet he.Reluctant, he stepped forward, barefoot and bare-legged; he had rolled up his cloak into his pack an hour ago when the
sun came out. Reeds brushed his legs. The mud was soft and sucking under his feet, full of tangling reed-roots. He made no noise as he moved slowly out into the pool,
and the circles of ripples from his movement were slight and small. It was shallow for a long way. Then his cautious foot felt no bottom, and he paused..dread and
hide.."Well, I'll try," she said..work for us they'll kill you," he said. "Losen can't have fellows like you on the loose. You'd."I'll keep the door," Medra said. "Being lame, I won't
go far from it. Being old, I'll know what to say to those who come. Being a finder, I'll find out if they belong here."."Your fear. Did you think I would attack you, or what? But
that's ridiculous!".He told her, as well as he could. "We were strangers. Yet she gave me her name," he said. "And I.be trained by the wizards there, and the Queen chose
him as a companion for her son.."There is."."Thank you, mistress," he muttered, crouching at the fire. She brought him a bowl of broth. He drank from it eagerly yet warily,
as if long unaccustomed to hot soup.."Where shall we go?" asked the girl. She still held me by the arm. She slackened her pace..register but dark-toned, and held to an
even quietness, contained, restrained. She perched on a."I won't sail my boat across Havnor, dear love. I plan to go around it. By water." He could always.behind them
emerged majestically slow, huge surfaces filled with people, like flying stations,.been his secret..terrifying place; yet Otter felt a sense of shelter in it. He was half sorry to go
back up into."What else?" I asked, and since I was still holding the cup, I took another swallow of that.The name and office of archmage were invented by Halkel, and the
Archmage of Roke was a tenth Master, never counted among the Nine. A vital ethical and intellectual force, the archmage also exerted considerable political power. On the
whole this power was used benevolently. Maintaining Roke as a strong centralising, normalising, pacific element in Archipelagan society, the archmages sent out sorcerers
and wizards trained to understand the ethical practice of magic and to protect communities from drought, plague, invaders, dragons, and the unscrupulous use of their
art..had laid on Losen's person and expeditions and forays, the prisoning spells he had laid on the."He's not too well," she said, speaking low. "He was curing the cattle
away out east over the marsh, in the cold, for days on end, and wore himself out.".paces from me; he had a thin, matted mane; he stretched, once, twice; with a slow
undulation of.strange country under his feet: empty shafts and rooms of dark air in the dark earth, a vertical.the way." He waited a while. He saw darkness, heard silence.
Slow and halting, he entered the."I don't know. I don't know yet.".of him on Roke Dulse did not know. Silence did not say. He had learned there in two or three years.will be
frank with you. I advise you to write your parents -- I shall write them too -- informing
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