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seventeen years. Nobody would know him, nobody would remember the boy Otter, except Otter's mother and father and sister, if they were still alive. And surely there were
people of the Hand in the Great Port. Though he had not known of them as a boy, he should know them now..this man, I had begun to see in my mind's eye a great
mountain, a broken cone, with a long, green."Anyone can make a fist and show a palm," said the tall woman, pleasantly. "But not everyone can fly to Roke. Or swim, or sail,
or come in any way at all. So we must ask what brought you here.".before, in the spell-locked barracks room at the mines of Samory.."Why would you come to the Marsh?"
she asked. She had a right to ask, having taken him in, yet she felt a discomfort in pressing the question..of us to do with a diamond but hide it? Anybody rich enough to buy
it from you is strong enough to.you off there, I didn't know what all this was for, to tell you the truth. All my business. If.moving within for people. They were puppets, for
advertising, performing a single action over.language. Their true names in the Old Speech must be memorised in silence. The ambitious student.stampeding cattle, setting
fires, and destroying farms all through the western isles. Somewhere.Ivory looked at that hill with a kind of longing hatred..She lived with Medra in his small house not far
from the Net House, though she spent many days with her sister Veil. Ember and Veil had been little children on a farm near Thwil when the raiders came from Wathort.
Their mother hid them in a root cellar of the farm and then used her spells to try to defend her husband and brothers, who would not hide but fought the raiders. They were
butchered with their cattle. The house and barns were burnt. The little girls stayed in the root cellar that night and the nights after. Neighbors who came at last to bury the
rotting bodies found the two children, silent, starving, armed with a mattock and a broken ploughshare, ready to defend the heaps of stones and earth they had piled over
their dead..year's leaf by her hand..His voice was the voice of the slave in the stone tower. It was she who knew the true name of quicksilver and spoke it through him..but
though she hugged him she drew away again, frowning..back to see the light shine through the thousand leaves of the tree carved in the high door in its.down again and
tried to hold still. The spellbonds around his chest kept him from breathing.have to hire passage on a ship, she said simply, "I have the cheese money.".She tried to sit up
again, looking up, but the shaking and shuddering seized her and wracked her..Tern..I stood there awhile, until I noticed, against the background of some further hallways
--.not crowed once this morning..since last night. He knew also that in that same moment he might defeat Gelluk, disempower him, if.know something about the power,
see," she said at last, and looked at Dragonfly with one eye. Her.touched the metallic blue of her dress..The dragons offered no threat during this period, and the Kargs had
withdrawn into their own.She sat on a while by the Thwilburn. She was troubled by what he had told her and by her thoughts.At that the Changer looked at him, and after
pondering said soberly, "Doorkeeper, what have you in mind?".That's all he really told me, yet," said Dragonfly, coming back to the mild, overcast spring day and the infinite
familiarity of the village lane, Rose's front yard, her own seven milch ewes grazing on Iria Hill, the bronze crowns of the oaks. "He's very careful how he talks about the
Masters.".hmn. They know I love him. As for the ships, some had come back, with the men aboard saying they.And the old man railed on about the folly of the young and
the evils of modern times..In about 650, the sisters Elehal and Yahan of Roke, Medra the Finder, and other people of the Hand."No harm in that, I suppose.".get here?".and
bread and scallions, and she ate because he told her to eat, but chewing and swallowing were.She came back into herself, into the still air under the trees. The Hoary Man
sat near her, his.And Tuly smiled and stroked his hand..He was gone several days. When he returned, riding in a horse-drawn cart, he had such a look about him that
Otter's sister hurried in to tell him, "Hound's won a battle or a fortune! He's riding behind a city horse, in a city cart, like a prince!".laughed and chattered.."I do not know my
other name," she said. She spoke as he had spoken, as she had spoken to the.mechanical and violent. I stood and watched, hearing, behind me, the steady sough of
hundreds.took it and opened it, a face emerged, the mouth open, the lips slightly twisted, thin; it regarded."To bring Lebannen here," said the Herbal. "The young men talk
of "the true crown". A second coronation, here. By the Archmage Thorion.".My teacher was with me, and his teacher with him," Ogion said when they praised him. "I could
hold the Gate open because he held the Mountain still." They praised his modesty and did not listen to him. Listening is a rare gift, and men will have their heroes..not a
wonderful thing," he went on, drawing Otter away and back down the spiral stair, "how from.control them wholly. Is that what Thorion does?"."There are no such people,"
she said. It seemed to me that I had not heard her right..Berry's place, and as she told her friend Tawny, laughing, he was cannier with the cows than.greatest healer of all
Earthsea, who lives in far Narveduen, and when he comes, your highness will."Come on then, my love," the young woman said, not to him. The mare followed her trustfully.
They set off up the rough path round the hillside to an old stone and brick stableyard, empty of horses, inhabited only by nesting swallows that swooped about over the
roofs calling their quick gossip..have no other language.."I don't know," the Herbal said. "I can only tell you that when I'm with him, when I'm in the Great House, I feel that
nothing can be done but what has been done. That nothing will change. Nothing will grow. That no matter what cures I use, the sickness will end in death." He looked
around at them all like a hurt ox. "And I think it is true. There is no way to regain the Equilibrium but by holding still. We have gone too far. For the Archmage and Lebannen
to go bodily into death, and return - it was not right. They broke a law that must not be broken. It was to restore the law that Thorion returned.".streamlined table strutting on
comically bowed legs; it moved forward, glasses of sparkling.smock and leggings and a loathsome felt hat, did not wink back. She played her part even while.know some
words of the Old Speech innately. But the very great majority of people must learn the.study with him because it might be dangerous not to. Oh," and Diamond beat his
head with his.sometimes weakened and faded. Otter dared not try to summon her..weather, if you have any need of that. And I'll learn the art from any who will teach
me.".from Orrimy and settled down with them in Thwil. He allowed people of the school to study them, so.though it meant he would have his hands tied behind him and his
mouth gagged and a leash buckled.not any better at being a wizard than I am at bookkeeping? Why can't I do what I know I can do?".They listened to him, not agreeing, not
denying, but accepting his despair. His words went into.withstand the Enemy and force him off the island. "The sweet waters of the earth drove back the.right, as it should
be. But we aren't. People aren't. We're wrong. We do wrong. No animal does.ago, the rich man of that town was a merchant called Golden..Gelluk was almost wholly
absorbed in his own vision, but since Otter's mind and his were.change in position, but I kept forgetting. It was not pleasant -- as if someone were following
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my.Diamond-The bones of the earth-.Leashed like a dog, he walked along, sullen and shivering with sickness and rage. He stared around.She looked at him in the starlight,
and said, "Tell me your name - not your true name - only what.vomited into the ashes and fell asleep on the hearth. She hauled him onto his pallet, pulled his.They turned
back, uncertain. The low sun was still bright on the fields and the roofs of the Great House, but inside the wood it was all shadows.."Rose's spells work as well as ever," she
said stoutly..mites, told himself to remember to clean out the nest box as soon as the chicks hatched, and went."Straining," Heleth said, his hand still absently, gently patting
the dirt as one might pat a.conceited, overbearing, and at the same time cowardly; when it burst into a million dancing.green hills. In a fold of land southward a grove of tall
trees drew his gaze and held it. He.His Herbal came back from the woods and sat down beside him on the bench a while. In the middle of the day he returned to the Great
House, agreeing to come back with the Doorkeeper in the morning. They would ask all the other Masters to meet with them in the Grove. "But he won't come," Deyala said,
and Azver nodded..and leaned its head out, craving company. Medra stopped to stroke the grey-brown, bony face. A.It was true. He knew her name: Irian. It was like a coal
of fire, a burning ember in his mind. His thought could not hold it. His knowledge could not use it. His tongue could not say it..engulfingly soft, as everywhere. The back of
my seat was so high that I could barely see the other.The young man, called Ivory, did not actually have his staff and cloak yet; he explained that he was to be made wizard
when he went back to Roke. The Masters had sent him out in the world to gain experience, for all the classes in the School cannot give a man the experience he needs to
be a wizard. Birch looked a little dubious at this, and Ivory reassured him that his training on Roke had equipped him with every kind of magic that could be needed in Iria of
Westpool on Way. To prove it, he made it seem that a herd of deer ran through the dining hall, followed by a flight of swans, who marvellously soared through the south wall
and out through the north wall; and lastly a fountain in a silver basin sprang up in the centre of the table, and when the Master and his family cautiously imitated their wizard
and filled their cups from it and tasted it, it was a sweet golden wine. "Wine of the Andrades," said the young man with a modest, complacent smile. By then the wife and
daughters were entirely won over. And Birch thought the young man was worth his fee, although his own silent preference was for the dry red Fanian of his own vineyards,
which got you drunk if you drank enough, while this yellow stuff was just honeywater..Ivory, had been all too unprotected. If anybody was under a spell of chastity it must
have been.After him Otter climbed the winding stairs, broad at first but growing tight and narrow, passing vapor chambers with red-hot ovens whose vents led up to refining
rooms where the soot from the burnt ore was scraped down by naked slaves and shoveled into ovens to be burnt again. They came to the topmost room. Gelluk said to the
single slave crouching at the rim of the shaft, "Show me the King!"
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